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REMARKS 

Claims 1-14 are in the case. Support for the presently amend claim 1 can be found 
in the specification as originally filed, on page 4, lines 22-31 and page 5, lines 5-18 (Fig. 
4) and is believed to better define the invention without raising new issues that would 
require any additional consideration or search. The reference numerals in parenthesis 
have also been eliminated and US claim format has been used. 

Entry of this amendment in this allowed application is respectfully requested. 
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-1 . (Amended) A thermocvcler having a heating plate iftvihym forms a heating 
surfade-(8) forholding a microtitre plate (46>whose wells-(*5) are/held in indentations 
(4) provided in theNheating surface-fa), and have a coverfM) which can be lowered and 
raised relative to thelaeating surfa ce (3), charac t erize d in that , said cover serving fo r 
pressing the microtitre plate against the heating surface.ywherein a plurality of 
elastically compressible lifting elements (7) whieh, a t l e ast when the cover (1 4 ) i s 
r a i sed, p r oje c t bey on d the e d g pa of th e inde n tetion/(4 )f or rising and detaching of the 
microtitre plate from the heatingVirface are distributed over the heating surface (3). 

2. (Amended) The thermocydeH: a ccording to Claim 1 , c h a r ac t erized in 
that wherejn the projection of the lifting e)f ments-(7) is at least 2 mm, preferably at least 
5 mm. 

3. (Twice Amended) The^hermocycler a ccording to Claim 1 , c h a r acte ri zed i n 
that whereiri the density of th^ifting elements (7)is>^atteast 1 per 30 cm 2 

4. (Twice Amended) The thermocvcler a ccordingXto Claim 1, cha r act er ized in 
trwtwJierejiLeach lifting ilement-f?) is removably fixed to the heating surface-(3). 



5. (Twice Amended) The thermocvcler a ccording to Claim 1 , cha r act er ized in 
thatwherein each lifting elementf?) is inserted into a blind hole (6Wn the heating 



surface-(9). 



/ 



6. (Twice Amended) TThe thermocycler according to Claim 4, 

c h a r acte ri zed i n t h at wherein the fixing of the lifting 
elements is effected by frictional locking with the 
wails of the blind hole-(6). 

7. Lift i ng e l e ment fo r afTwice Amended) The thermocauter according to 

Claim 1 , c h aract e riz ed i n t h at i t wherein the lifting element comprises an 
elongated spring element which is compressible in the longitudinal 
direction and carries a contact part which forms an abutting surface-(4£) 9 
oriented transversely to the longitudinal direction, at the upper end of the 
lifting element. 

8. L i ft ing e l emen t (Amended) The thermocycle r according to Claim 7, 

c h aract e rized in that wherein the contact part consists of plastic, preferably 
PEEK, PTFE, FP, PPS or PI. 

9. Lift i n g element(Twice Amended) The thermocycler according to Claim 7, 

c h arac te riz e d in that wherein the spring element is in the form of a coil 
spring-(8) and the contact part is in the form of a contact pin {9) which 
comprises a shafbffd) surrounded by the upper part of the coil spring fB) 
and a laterally projecting head-ftt) which rests on the upper end of the 
coil spring-(8) and whose upper surface forms the abutting surface-^. 



10. — Liftin g e lement (Twice Amended) The thermocycler according to Claim 9, 



characterized in t h a t wherein t he lowermost winding of the coil spring <8)is 
somewhat wider. 

1 1 . — L i fti ng elem e nl (Twice Amended) The thermocyc ler according to Claim 9, 

characterized in t ha t wherein the contact pin-(9) is rotationally symmetrical. 

1 2. — L i fti n g e l o m ent( Amended) The thermocycler according to Claim 1 1 , 

c h a r ac t erize d i n tha twherein both the shaft f16)-and the head-f44) of the 
contact pin-(9) are essentially cylindrical. 

13. — L i ftin g clement fTwice Amended) The thermocycler according to Claim 7, 

cha r a c t e rized in t ha t i to wherein t he length of the lifting element is between 
15 mm and 20 mm and the diameter of the abutting surface f42)-t's at 
least 3 mm. 



14. 



Lift i n g e le m en t fTwice Amended) The thermocycler ac cording to Sclaim 7, 
chara c te r ized in that its wherein th e spring constant of the lifting element is 
dt lodst G N/ronv 



